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How did the Bristol docks develop over time?
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1. What name is used on the plan for the place now known as the Cumberland
Basin?

2. Use a coloured pencil to highlight the new stretch of river that
was dug out as part of Jessop’s plan.

3. Use a different coloured pencil to highlight the original course of
the river.

4. Explain why a Floating Harbour (or Bason on the plan) was necessary for
Bristol.
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William Jessop’s Plan - Answers

1. What name is used on the plan for the place now known as the Cumberland
Basin?

Entrance Bason

2. Use a coloured pencil to highlight the new stretch of river that
was dug out as part of Jessop’s plan.

3. Use a different coloured pencil to highlight the original course of
the river.

4. Explain why a Floating Harbour (or Bason on the plan) was necessary for
Bristol.

The River Avon has a high tidal range meaning that it has very low

tides meaning that ships would be stranded while waiting for the next

high tide. By building a Floating Harbour, Jessop was able to trap water

meaning that ships could stay afloat regardless of the tide. The Floating

Harbour was kept topped up by adding more water every high tide.
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1. What name is used on the plan for the place now known as the Cumberland
Basin?

2. Use a coloured pencil to highlight the new stretch of river that
was dug out as part of Jessop’s plan.
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3. Use a different coloured pencil to highlight the original course of
the river.

4. Explain why a Floating Harbour (or Bason on the plan) was necessary for
Bristol.
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1. What name is used on the plan for the place now known as the Cumberland
Basin?

Entrance Bason

The River Avon has a high tidal range meaning that it has very low

tides meaning that ships would be stranded while waiting for the next

high tide. By building a Floating Harbour, Jessop was able to trap water

meaning that ships could stay afloat regardless of the tide. The Floating

Harbour was kept topped up by adding more water every high tide.

2. Use a coloured pencil to highlight the new stretch of river that
was dug out as part of Jessop’s plan.
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3. Use a different coloured pencil to highlight the original course of
the river.

4. Explain why a Floating Harbour (or Bason on the plan) was necessary for
Bristol.
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