National Trust’s photovoltaic cells on the roof of Dunster Castle, Somerset.

Climate change is widely considered to be one of
the most important global challenges of our time.

There is strong scientific consensus that human
actions are causing significant additional and
rapid changes to the climate.

This supplement to Heritage Counts 2008 is a
brief summary of the issues in the South West
region, and reflects recent regional and national
discussions about climate change and the historic
environment. It is intended for the heritage sector
in the region, and other sectors such as tourism
and development, who may be interested to
know more about the impacts and implications
of climate change on heritage assets.

The historic environment will need to:

* adapt now to inevitable changes in climate.
This is likely to test conservation philosophy,
require acceptance of loss of and irreversible
change to some historic assets, and
a willingness to take calculated risks;

* mitigate against future climate change
by reducing emissions;

* accommodate other mitigation technologies;

* develop knowledge about impacts and
mitigation through working with others.

SOUTH
WEST

HOW WILL CLIMATE CHANGE
AFFECT THE SOUTH WEST’S
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT?

The region’s historic environment has several unique characteristics
many of which are, or will be, threatened by climate change.The high
quality historic environment is important to the regional economy
and quality of life, therefore any impacts will have social, economic
and environmental consequences. Some impacts are already apparent:

Volume — a quarter of England's listed buildings, a third of its
scheduled monuments, four of its sixteen World Heritage Sites,
half its designated wreck sites.

Outstanding examples of cultural heritage from prehistoric
remains to 20th Century town planning.

Diverse geology and landform gives a wealth of local
vernacular building styles.

Internationally significant uplands and wetlands including
Dartmoor;, Exmoor and the Somerset Levels.

The coast, its character and its influence on trade, culture, and identity.

» Absolute sea level in the South West has risen by I mm/year over
the 20th Century. With increased storminess and coastal erosion,
this is affecting a range of historic assets like St Michael's Mount in
Cornwall and forcing a rethink of approaches to management.

» Extremes of wetting and drying are affecting Exmoor’s
internationally important peatlands, and the characteristic
chalk downlands in the east of the region (see case studies).

» Increased precipitation in the South West in the last 40 years
has already had dramatic impacts on historic villages (Boscastle,
2004) and towns (Gloucester; Tewkesbury 2007). Wind-driven
rain accelerates decay of historic stonework and high winds
may threaten historic buildings and designed landscapes.

» Changes in vegetation patterns (particularly increased scrub
and bracken growth) affect the fabric and visibility of the
high number of scheduled monuments in the region (see English
Heritage Scheduled Monuments at Risk South West, 2008).

» The increase in the region’s average daily mean temperature
between 1961 and 2006 has been more marked in winter
than summer: This is changing the seasonality of heritage visitor
attractions in the region — both a challenge in terms of
management, but also an opportunity to promote sustainable
tourism and boost revenue.

» Hot, dry weather affects the stability of older; larger native
trees in designed landscapes.

» Altered distribution of pests threaten the high number of
England’s historic parks, gardens and historic collections.

A more detailed analysis of impacts may be developed when the UK
Climate Change Impacts Programme publishes a new set of climate
change scenarios by the end of 2008.
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Dorset Downs and Cranborne Chase
Character Area Climate Change Pilot Project

Shaper South West
WWW.SHAPERSW.NET

Natural England is working to deliver an environment

that is healthy; enjoyed by people and used in a sustainable
manner. Dorset Downs and Cranborne Chase is one of four
character area climate change pilot study areas. It contains
iconic monuments including the Dorset Cursus, Maumbury
Rings and the hillforts at Maiden Castle and Hambledon Hill,
and provides important evidence about the early practice
of archaeology itself.

The project has identified significant environmental assets,
assessed probable climate change impacts and developed
potential adaptive responses.

Impacts could include altered growth patterns of downland
flora and fauna; adverse effects on some tree species; changed
agricultural patterns; increased gorse, bracken and scrub
growth and increased soil erosion from slopes due to heavier
precipitation. Clearly these will have a large impact on the
historic environment, not only on features which may become
ploughed up, covered in scrub or eroded, but on the nature
of the historic landscape character.

Responses will require agencies, land managers and policy
makers to work together to maximise adaptation potential
whilst minimising damage or destruction of historic assets.
Solutions may include the reversion of arable land back to
chalk downland, particularly on steeper scarp, to protect
historic features from soil erosion.

KEY MESSAGES FROMTHE HERITAGE SECTOR

The Shaper South VWest heritage module (www.shapersw.net)
was launched in October 2008 to help people living and
working in the historic environment assess the sustainability
of their activities against the region’s ten sustainability principles.

It provides examples of good practice from the region,

and links to useful sources of guidance and information.

The module will help endorse important messages about
the inherently sustainable nature of much of the sector’s
work. As our understanding of climate change impacts in the
region develops, the Shaper module will also help heritage
practitioners keep up to date with information and practices
from other sectors, and inform regional policy makers of
the important role heritage can play in this agenda.

[t will include updated links to key sector guidance and
provide a link with new research from other sectors.

Developing knowledge and evidence

The sector is on a steep learning curve in terms of climate
change impacts and responses. New research projects, pilot
initiatives and shared examples of good practice, such as
those illustrated here, are helping to develop knowledge,
techniques and approaches. However, there is a need for
more evidence, and for the sector to share learning with,
and from other sectors, through partnership working

and good networking, and to be more prepared to

take calculated risks. For further information go to
www.helm.org.uk/climatechange.

* The historic environment has been shaped by past responses to a changing climate. Local Authority Historic

Environment Records are a good source of information

* Reuse of historic buildings is an inherently sustainable thing to do: conversion is a sustainable form of development.

* Reducing carbon impacts through energy conservation is vitally important.

¢ Older buildings are not primarily responsible for carbon emissions — and from them we can learn about past good design.

* Heritage assets can generate their own energy.

* Traditional methods and materials of construction are inherently more sustainable and should be championed.

* Knowledge about impacts, adaptive responses and effects of mitigation is developing all the time.
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