


How did the Stockton
and Darlington Railway
change my Local Area
and People’s Lives?

LOCOMOTION



Places in my Local Area

e Use the Google Earth Tour to find out how close the
original Stockton & Darlington Railway route ran to your
local area. Can you see how the railway, built 200 years
ago, still affects the landscape today? Which parts of the
original line are still being used as a railway?

e Use these booklets! to find out which railway features
existed or can still be seen or even travelled on nearby.

e On the following pages are some local examples:



https://earth.google.com/earth/d/1Qiuu1gaN7rDCV1kQaTdRieIM3l_bp6fH?usp=sharing
https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/publications-research/walks-booklets-self-guided/walks-booklets/

Evidence

What does this tell us about

how the S&DR affected the
area?

Skerne Bridge across the River Skerne in Darlington was
built in 1825 for the Stockton and Darlington Railway.
Trains still use the bridge today, which means that it is
the oldest railway bridge in the world still in use. It was
used for the first time on opening day, 27th September
1825. The first sketch? by Revd John Skinner shows the
bridge as it was originally built. It was so heavily used
that in 1829 curved walls were built to help strengthen
the embankments, as can be seen in the second drawing?.
Does the bridge look any different today?



Evidence

What does this tell us about

how the S&DR affected the
area?

Shildon was the first railway settlement, a place where
people moved to so that they could work on the railway
and in the workshops. Kilburns’ Warehouse, shown in this
photo and also known as Soho Shed, is the oldest surviving
building in Shildon. The starting point for the locomotive-
powered part of the route of the S&DR on opening day
was at Shildon. Before that, the train had been pulled by
horses or controlled by stationary engines up and down the
inclines. Workshops were built here just after the opening
of the S&DR and the wagon works were in use until 1984.



Evidence

PLAN or rwe TOWN: oF
MIDDLESBRO’ on TEES,
s the

NEW DOCK ano RAILWAY,

Fram‘l’razeedm_r)s of Institute of Civil Engineers vol. v. pl. 17.

“Middlesbrough came into being after the Stockton and
Darlington Railway was extended east of Stockton in 1830
to a site where Joseph Pease had acquired land to develop
a new coal-exporting port; it was the first planned town in
England to owe its existence to a railway. The town was
laid out on a regular grid on a site of 32 acres (13 hectares)
alongside the new port.” ®

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected the

area?

This is a ‘Plan of the Town of Middlesbro’ on Tees; also the
new dock and railway in the North Riding of the County of
York’. 4

Middlesbrough was closer to the sea than Stockton, and so
it was easier to transport large quantities of coal, iron and
other products from there to London and elsewhere.



People

Look at the following pieces of evidence.

What does the evidence tell us about how the S&DR
affected people’s lives?

Were the effects the same for everyone and in all areas
or were there differences?

Can you identify some of the groups of people who
were affected by the railway? (e.g. people who worked
on the railway, people who were in charge, people who
lived nearby, people who lived elsewhere in the country,
etc). Which pieces of evidence are linked to which group
you have identified? How were these different people
affected?

Can you think of any other positive or negative effects of
the railway?




Evidence

This line. of road, does not (asis
frequently the case with similar
u/wfe/’taémgd) interfere with the
residence of any gentlemen, in any
part of it. A great nuisance will be
removed from the Roads in this part
of the. Country, by sulbstituting for

the numerous one-horse carts and
carrying horses, which now infest them

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

These observations, written for Parliament in 1821, aim to
persuade them to give permission for the new railway?®. It
states that the railway, by removing the need for as many
people to travel by horse, will help to make the road less
busy and more efficient without passing directly through
people’s homes.



Evidence

Gentlemen,

J had a number of sheep in a field..
near the Darlington Railway on
Juesday 28th November. They were
seen that day by one of the Sudleys’
men and they were all right. During
the night they had strayed out and
got onto the railway either through
the Company’s fences or through the
Bowesfield Lane Gate which ought
Lo have beernw shut, and three of them
were killed by an engine. Jheir valie

4 fifteen shillings each..

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

This letter” shows that the railway caused some disruption
to local farmers, and that animals straying onto the line
could be a cause of delays to the trains, even in the 19th
century! This farmer wanted to be compensated for the loss
of his sheep.



10

Evidence

On November Tot 1837 William Moore and
John Pears nefused to let No. 9 fngine pass
them at a. aiding but bept the engine following
be fined 5/- each by orden of Fdwarnd Pease.

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

This report® is one of several which shows that there were
sometimes problems between workers on the railway,
particularly the horse drivers and locomotive drivers, prior
to 1833 when the railway became solely powered by
locomotives.
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Evidence

Qemflemen,

Y write to inform you of an accident that
happened to my wife Elizabeth Farms on the
12th October 183 3 on the railway by a piece
of timber falling on hev by which her leg was
broken. She happened.on that day to bring
my dinner when the timber was unloaded. Dr
Strother has (wwag/uﬁmea/&[[wﬁic/t Yam
unaé[eto,oag/. Q/Lemw[écitwémdnmto
contribute something on my behalf to- enable

me to pay it.

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

This letter® was written by a man who worked on the
railway. It shows that the railway created jobs, but could
sometimes be a dangerous place to work.



12

Evidence

Tthe awner of Prestorn, Hal [V low Preston,

Parle YNuseam and, Grounds ] tamounsty
compliined. thab e cinders from e Stockion
ond, Darlington, Kailway, were setting fireto (s
trees v Prestore Warte. )Ore\(’am\@( move tradifional]
modes of transport, e was often seon trofting
oot e towr on p(m%».”

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

The railway passed along the edge of Preston Park and
may have caused some damage to trees'®. This shows that
not all local landowners were pleased about the railway.
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Evidence

11

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

When designing the S&DR, George Stephenson decided on
the width of the track (4 feet, 8.5 inches). This became the
standard gauge for railways around the world. It is still used
today. The S&DR was very successful and made George
Stephenson famous. Many portraits were painted of him
and statues built. Following his work on this railway, he was
next asked to design the Liverpool to Manchester Railway
line, the world'’s first intercity railway.
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Evidence

Tue TIMES

2ND DECEMBER 1825

THE Success OF THE EXPECTED OF IT, SEEMS
DARLINGTON RAILWAY TO HAVE SPREAD FAR AND
EXPERIMENT, AND THE WIDE THE CONVICTION
ADMIRABLE MANNER OF THE IMMENSE

IN WHICH THE LOCO- BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED
MOTIVE ENGINE FROM THE CONSTRUCTION
DOES ALL, AND MORE OF NEW RAILWAYS.

THAN ALL THAT WAS

What does this tell us about
how the S&DR affected people’s
lives?

This newspaper article!?, published only a few months after
the opening of the S&DR, shows that the railway was a
success beyond expectation and that people all over the
world were interested in the new developments. Engineers
and promoters from around the UK, America and France
came to the opening ceremony in 1825.
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13

Railways also affected people across the country (and later
the world) in many different ways.

The railway was a great success and quickly spread into
a big network

People were able to travel around more easily
Goods could be transported more easily

The easier movement of people and goods meant that:

Cities and towns grew bigger, especially where the
railway, its associated industries and nearby factories
provided work

People could meet and mix with people from other areas.
They could travel to work by train, go on day trips or take
holidays

Coal could be transported more cheaply to be used as
fuel

Fresh food like dairy products, vegetables and fish could
be sent anywhere in the country

There was a quicker postal service and distribution of
newspapers

Britain introduced a standard time across the country so
that railway timetables could be better coordinated

National sports competitions could be set up
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