I ? Why did Bristol become a centre for trade?

The First Seal of Bristol
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? Why did Bristol become a centre for trade?

- The First Seal of Bristol

Look at the image of the very first seal of the C'Lttj of Bristol, issued earlg in
the re'LgrL of K'Lng Edward I who relgned. from 1272 to 1307. A seal is a device

that is engraved. with a d.es’Lgn in order to make an impression in hot wax.

The hot wax was used to seal important documents and the seal was
pressed. into it as a way of show'm.g who was responslble for the document.
It would have been used on official C'Ltg of Bristol letters and papers.

What can you see on the two sides of the seal?

Can you make out any of the text written around the edges?

What do you think the seal says about Bristol at the time?
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? Why did Bristol become a centre for trade?

- The First Seal of Bristol

The first seal of the C'Ltg of Bristol was issued earlg in the reign of K'Lng
Edward [ who relgned from 1272 to 1307. A seal is a device that is

engro,ved with a design in order to make an impression in hot wax. The hot

wax was used to seal 'Lm.porto,n.t documents and the seal was pressed into it
as a way of show'mg who was responsi.ble for the document. It would have
been used on official City of Bristol letters and papers.

One side of the seal shows a watchman standlng on the great keep of
Bristol Castle. The castle would have been a recognisable landmark of the
city and also represents power and a sense of pr'Ld.e in the city. The word
Br'LstoH'Lg is visible on this side.

The other side of the seal shows a sh'Lp approachmg the castle wo.tergo.te
o.long the River Avon. In the water are fish and eels show'mg that the

river was teem'mg with life. A watchman po'mts out the wo.tergo.te
while the co.ptaln steers towards it using a broad board over the
side of the sh'Lp. Unusuallg for seals of this time, the sh'Lp is saLang
towards Bristol rather than away. Perhaps this was to show that
Bristol was open to and welcom'mg of trade. The text is in Latin
and says, ‘Secreti clavis sum portus. Navita navis Portam
custodit. Portum v'Lg'Ll. indice prod.'Lt.' Trc.ns[attng to, T am the
keg of the hidden port. The sailor watches the port side of the
shlp. The watchman po'mts out the port with his ﬂnger.'

The seal portro.gs Bristol as a prou,d. and powerfu.l Ci.tlj where
trade plags an 'meorto.nt role.
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_@ Why did Bristol become a centre for trade?

The First Seal of Bristol

Look at the tmage of the very first seal of the C'Ltg of Bristol, issued earlg in
the re'Lgn. of K'Ln.g Edward I who re'LgrLed. from 1272 to 1307. A seal is a device

that is engro.ved, with a d.es'Lgn in order to make an impression in hot wax.

The hot wax was used to seal 'meorto.nt documents and the seal was
pressed into it as a way of showmg who was responslble for the document.
It would have been used on official C'Lty of Bristol letters and papers.

What can you see on the two sides of the seal? [

Can you make out any of the text written around the ed.ges?

What do you think the seal says about Bristol at the time?

UNT
coWNTY o,

@
<
B
5
o)

BI:iVs,to,‘l

Torss®

[~
A Historic E
istoric England

<3
Teacher's Pet




] 1] |
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The First Seal of Bristol

The first seal of the CLtH of Bristol was issued earlg in the reign of K'mg
Edward I who relgned from 1272 to 1307. A seal is a device that is

engro.ved with a design in order to make an impression in hot wax. The hot

wax was used to seal 'Lm.porto.nt documents and the seal was pressed into it
as a way of show'mg who was respons'Lb[e for the document. It would have

been used on official C'Ltg of Bristol letters and papers.

One side of the seal shows a watchman stc.nd'mg on the 9reo.t keep of
Bristol Castle. The castle would have been a recognlsc.ble landmark of the
/ city and also represents power and a sense of prlde in the cltg. The word
Bristollig is visible on this side.

The other side of the seal shows a sh'Lp approachlng the castle watergate
o.lon.g the River Avon. In the water are fish and eels show'mg that the
river was teeming with life. A watchman points out the watergate
while the captain steers towards it using a broad board over the
side of the shi.p. Unu.su,a.llg for seals of this time, the shi.p is so.i.li.ng
towards Bristol rather than away. Perho,ps this was to show that
Bristol was open to and welcomi.ng of trade. The text is in Latin
and says, ‘Secreti clavis sum portu.s. Navita navis Portam
custodit. Portum vi.g'L|. indice prod.'Lt.' Tro.ns[o,tlng to, T am the

keg of the hidden port. The sailor watches the port side of the
shlp. The watchman po'mts out the port with his f'mger.'

The seal portro.gs Bristol as a prou,d. and powerfu.l c'Ltg where
trade plo.ys an 'meorto.nt role.
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Local
History

Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in
your local history teaching.

A Historic England Teacher's Pet
Sa8 ° £

Who are Teacher's Pet?

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing — helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.

www.tpet.co.uk





